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The Battle for the NHS
Make no mistake, the NHS as we know it is 
finished if the Health & Social Care Bill 
succeeds. Having reached second reading 
stage in Parliament there was significant 
opposition with 321 for to 235 against. This 
is one bill that nobody seems to support 
beyond Big Business Boardrooms and the 
servants in Westminster Palace. Even right 
wing think tanks are raising concerns and the 
GP lobby cannot be relied on to back the 
plans.  Whether it eventually passes, albeit in 
amended form, will be down to the response 
from the streets and picket lines. 

The changes will signal a breakup of the NHS 
into units based on GP consortia responsible 
for commissioning services. Primary Care 
Trusts are being abolished. As if they don’t 
have enough to do 80 billion is being handed 
over to Doctors to manage. Staff will no 
longer be employed by the NHS further 
breaking up bargaining on pay and terms and 
conditions. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist 
to work out what happens next. The overall 
budget for Health has also been decreased. 
With a requirement to find 20 billion in 
savings over the next 4 years this is a cut 
from 6 % growth in spending per annum to 
0.4%. 24,000 jobs will go. The ConDem 
cabal can afford to spout forth on the need to 
reduce the deficit while it will be ordinary 
working people who suffer. 

Andrew Lansley, the Tory Minister for Health, 
claims that this is about modernisation. 
Before 1948 health care was extremely 
fragmented and inconsistent. This bill is 
therefore about turning the clock back! 
During their election campaign, the Tories 
told us that the NHS would be safe in their 
hands. Having always been opposed to it 
from the very beginning they tolerated it at 
best and undermined as much as they 
possibly could during the Thatcher and Major 
years. Most notably, hospital cleaning was 
hived off – resulting in a dramatic drop in the  

number of cleaners and rise in cases of 
infection. Charges for prescriptions, dental 

and optical care were introduced. Inevitably, 
this would disproportionately affect the poor 
and the elderly. 

The Labour governments that followed failed 
to undo the damage wrought by outsourcing 
and the introduction of the internal Market. 
Following Tory logic they continued 
privatisation. An increase to funding did see 
some benefits to patients but benefitted the 
private sector more. Further private sector 
contracts for ancillary services saw pay, 
terms and conditions eroded for workers and 
standards eroded for users. Hospitals were 
built under Private Finance Initiative, a scam 
designed to keep public spending off the 
balance sheet, meaning that they would be 
owned and rented back to the public by 
private companies at cost to the taxpayer! 

Lansley also claims it’s about patient control, 
increased accountability. This Bill removes 
responsibility for the NHS from the 
Department of Health. Ministerial control is to 
be ultimately replaced by big business 
control finally squaring the circle for British 
capitalism. Having been ushered in through 
the tradesmans’ entrance under New Labour, 
privateers are now being encouraged to enter 
by the front door. Private health companies 
are already able to pick and choose which 
operations they do for NHS patients. The Bill 
will remove the cap on spending on private 
providers and they will want to call the shots 
based on their ability to make profits. 

The claim that the Bill aims to reduce waste 
and bureaucracy – ‘liberating the NHS’ (!) 
flies in the face of the evidence from across 
the pond where 30% of health spending is on 
administration where still millions go without 
healthcare. Surely it would be better to 
invest the money on health care staff and 
support workers? The US ‘system’ is a 
warning of what we can expect if full 
privatisation occurs. Despite spending 4 
times more per head of GDP than the UK, life 
expectancy and infant mortality is lower in 
the US. Indeed UK spending on 
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administration in the NHS has gone up only 
as a result of the process started under 
Thatcher to introduce market principles into 
the Service. 

Unison – the biggest union in health and 
second biggest in the TUC has been vocal in 
its opposition in words but not yet in deeds. 
On the ground rank and file activists are 
doing their best and have been involved in 
some fantastic campaigning work against 
privatisation and hospital closures. There has 
been industrial action around attacks on 
terms and conditions but this has been on a 
piecemeal basis. The national leadership 
prefers to hide behind the anti-union laws 
when it comes to action on privatisation and 
the need to re-elect the least worst option 
when it comes to taking the struggle up in 
the Labour Party structures. 

The NHS must be defended with all the 
movement has got and the first battle is to 
defeat the Bill. Unison’s attempt at legal 
action via a Judicial Review unfortunately 
failed. This would have only slowed the 
process. Whether or not it passes into law 
the government can only be defeated 
through major national industrial action. 
These cuts are part of the general 
programme of British Capitalism to take back 
the gains on the labour movement and 
restore profit levels. The fight for the NHS 
must be linked to agitation for a general 
strike against the ConDem cuts programme. 
Hospital closures and cuts to services must 
be fought with action by workers and 
occupations. 

The movement must form demands to fight 
for that go beyond simple defence of the 
NHS. A system that is free at the point of use 
and funded by general taxation will always be 
under threat under capitalism, tolerated 
according to profit levels on one hand and 
the relative strength of organised labour on 
the other. Therefore the fight for free, decent 
health care must be connected to the fight to 
transform society. Democratic control over 
the NHS has always been theoretical; this Bill 
will not ‘increase’ it. When Lansley or any of 
his chums say democracy, read the rule of 
capital – the ability to make profit. Socialists 
stand for a different kind of democracy- 
workers’ democracy.  The fight to overthrow 
capitalism is the first step towards the 
construction of a new society lead by the 
directly elected workplace, user and 
community councils. 

 

No to Housing Cuts! Decent Homes for 
All! 

Before the 2010 election the Conservatives 
said they had ‘no policy to change the 
current or future security of tenure of 
tenants’. We didn’t trust them then and turns 
out of course that everything they are doing 
is in fact threatening the current and future 
security of tenants. 

The Tories and their Lib Dem chums are 
punishing the poor, elderly and the sick on a 
number of fronts. As well as facing fixed 
terms tenancies and a hike in rent (up to 80 
% of commercial rates, some 6.8 per cent 
from April 2011), housing benefit is being 
cut. This will further punish the low paid, who 
contrary to popular myth, receive the 
majority of such benefits, rather than the 
‘jobless scroungers’ that the likes of the Sun 
likes to demonise. 

As well as subjecting the most vulnerable 
people to the threat of homelessness, the 
measures have more than a whiff of social 
engineering about them. With the new caps 
to housing benefit, many people will simply 
be priced out of many areas of the country, 
with families forced to uproot themselves 
causing disruption to their children’s 
education, elderly relatives and their general 
support system. These measures will 
eventually drive people back into slums that 
the post-war house building programme 
addressed. 

A ‘consultation’ was rushed through in 8 
weeks and over the Christmas period. We 
know that the government has already made 
its mind up. Signalling the complete failure of 
successive Labour governments- who failed 
to adhere to the policy of their Party- 5 
million are currently on the housing waiting 
list. The current government will not address 
this with the cuts outlined but it has no 
intention of doing so, shown by a reduction in 
the budget for housing by 63 %. The market 
will ultimately decide whether or not you will 
have adequate accommodation. The chances 
are that if you are working class your 
housing will cost more in proportion with 
your earnings. And it will be of worse quality 
as more and more people are being forced to 
rent privately either due to the lack of council 
housing or repossession of a home they can 
no longer afford to pay for. Of course, when 
ordinary people cannot pay their mortgage, 
they lose their home to the banks and 
building societies that lent them the money. 
But when the banks can’t pay their debts the 
taxpayer is expected to bail them out! 
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The reduction in Council Housing stock and 
abolition of rent controls by the Thatcher 
government precipitated the current housing 
crisis which will be exacerbated by the 
ConDems. Even the Department of Work and 
Pensions has outlined the potential effects of 
the latest cuts, so Ministers cannot say they 
were unaware. Indeed, much was made of 
DWP Minister, Iain Duncan Smith’s visit to 
Glasgow tenements last year, where he’d 
have seen the condition people have to live 
in. However, this is not a crisis for the 
ConDems or their Big Business mates. They 
don’t have to live there! 

This is a key battle for the movement. One 
that must be won if only to prevent a return 
to the slums of Victorian Britain. However it 
must be part of a struggle against the 
Capitalist system which has always and will 
always be opposed to provision of council 
housing. In fact, we must struggle for a 
system which does not just provide a housing 
safety net- something that had to be fought 
for tooth and nail by the Trade Unions and 
working people- but for decent housing for 
all. This is a possibility given the huge wealth 
that is produced by working people being 
invested in society rather than being 
pocketed by the ruling class. 

There is nothing technically beyond humanity 
at present or has there been for at least a 
century to provide everyone with decent 
housing. The problem is a social problem 
within capitalism, so all technical solutions 
are at best short-term and peripheral 
solutions. So that’s why to solve this we need 
a social answer: overthrowing the capitalist 
system. It is the capitalist system that has 
thrown thousands of building workers onto 
the dole while materials lay in warehouses 
unused. Under a workers’ government these 
could be combined to start to address the 
crisis and lay the foundations for a new 
society. 

John Williams 

End the Silence! Prepare for Revolution 
in Iran! – Part 1  

Once again on 14 February 2011 hundreds of 
thousands of brave young people came out 
on the streets of Iran. This time the 
demonstrations were in support of the 
struggles of the people of North African 
against their dictatorial regimes. However, 
the protests in Iran, like the protests in 2009 
during the heady days of the ‘election’, were 
against the ruling clique. As in 2009, 
although the protests were called by Mousavi 

and Karroubi (leaders of the regime’s 
‘reformist’ wing), the protesters were instead 
chanting radical slogans such as “Down with 
dictatorship” and “Mubarak! Ben Ali! Now it’s 
time for Seyed Ali! [meaning Khamenei]”. 

In the current situation, when hundreds of 
thousands of young people and different 
social layers have joined the struggles 
against despotic rule in Iran, it is important 
to see what the political perspectives in Iran 
are. In general there are two alternatives. 
The first alternative is the perspective of 
reforming the present regime. That means 
making some reforms from above (changing 
some figures in the regime) and some 
cosmetic changes from below. It also 
includes preparing to establish a long term 
relationship with imperialism (like Iran during 
the Shah’s period or Egypt under Mubarak). 
This view is held by the present ‘reformist’ 
leaders like Mousavi and Karroubi and the 
monarchists (supporters of the Shah’s 
regime), supporters of the Tudeh Party, and 
a variety of social democrats in exile. 

Surely the eight-year experience of 
Mohammad Khatami’s government (who 
served as the fifth President of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran from August 2, 1997 to 
August 3, 2005) has shown that these 
reformist policies do not work as practical 
solutions in Iran. As for Mir-Hossein Mousavi, 
a candidate in the 2009 ‘presidential 
election’, his stint as Prime Minister from 
1981 to 1989 was defined by massive 
repression at home and increasing 
confrontation abroad. Since June 2009 the 
Ahmadinejad-Khamenei wing of the regime 
has suppressed any opposition severely and 
now members of the Majles (parliament) are 
demanding the arrest and execution of these 
‘reformist’ leaders. 

The other alternative is the socialist 
alternative. That is to fight for radical change 
and long-term solutions to achieve not only 
civil, social and political liberties, but also 
economic freedom for the masses. This can 
only be achieved by preparing for the 
overthrow of the regime and establishing a 
workers’ government. This demand has 
objectively been posed as a slogan in Iran. 
During the 2009 demonstrations, and also 
the recent demonstration, we witnessed that 
when the masses were facing repression, and 
all other peaceful roads were closed to them, 
they broke their “silence” (as recommended 
by their ‘reformist’ leaders) and loudly 
chanted the slogans “Down with dictatorship” 
and “Down with the regime”. In other words, 
the overthrow of the capitalist state, as an 
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alternative to the ‘reformists’, is in the 
present day consciousness of the masses. 

Today’s central issue is the overthrow of the 
existing system. This is more and more 
tangible in the streets. Even defenders of the 
regime have admitted it on many occasions 
and are hence afraid of it happening. In 
addition, the deep economic crisis and the 
political differences within the ruling clique 
objectively pose this central demand. In 
other words, the coming period in Iran is the 
period of uprising and revolution. Bourgeois 
politicians, who today ask the people in the 
streets to be “silent” and “peaceful”, and not 
to question the whole system, are not 
serving the masses. One has to ask these 
‘leaders’ this: why should the youth in the 
streets not have the democratic ‘right’ to 
defend themselves and fight to overcome the 
regime’s thugs? 

Contrary to the views of social democrats 
and ‘reformists’, the revolution has its own 
logic. Organising a mass insurrection is an 
art. Class war, revolution, insurrection and 
the seizure of power all need extraordinary 
discipline so that all revolutionary forces are 
mobilised to overthrow the counter-
revolutionary forces. 

The fundamental question to ask about the 
situation in Iran is this: does the Iranian 
working class have enough experience, 
knowledge and willingness to prepare for 
revolution and lead the majority of the 
oppressed layers to achieve it? I believe that 
the answer is yes. 

Over 32 years ago, after many years of the 
‘royal’ military dictatorship’s repression, the 
Iranian working class formed councils in a 
very short time during the downfall of the 
Shah and showed in practice that it has the 
adequate level of consciousness and 
organisational ability to stage a revolution. 
The rich experience of the Iranian working 
class in staging strikes and posing radical 
demands has shown that this class is very 
much alive and ready for fundamental 
change. 

In other words, without the direct 
involvement and participation of this class, 
even if there are mass demonstrations in the 
streets, the downfall of the regime will not be 
guaranteed. Any upsurge will either be 
unsuccessful or will lead to chaos and 
replacement of the present regime with 
another bourgeois regime….continues in LF 7. 

Maziar Razi 

 

What Labour Fight Stands For 
 
Labour Fight is opposed to the Capitalist 
system. In enriching the few at the expense of 
the many, it places billions in poverty, promotes 
war and offers no solution to disease, crime, 
social degradation and an impending 
environmental catastrophe. 
 
Labour Fight stands for the creation of a 
Socialist society on a world scale. Socialist 
revolution is the taking of economic and 
political power by the working class. The 
working people will take control of their own 
affairs, making decisions for the good of the 
whole of society on a collective basis. We reject 
Stalinism that signaled the defeat of Socialism 
in the Soviet Union and led to the restoration of 
Capitalism in Russia and the surrounding 
countries. Socialism is democratic and 
internationalist or it is nothing. 
 
The movement for Socialism strives to abolish 
the class system that is at the root of the social 
ills of Capitalism such as racial prejudice and 
discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, gender, religious belief or disability. 
 
Labour Fight stands for the creation of a 
revolutionary organisation of the working class 
without which it will not be possible to change 
society fundamentally. 
 
This is not an automatic process. There will be 
differences in the ideas, strategy and tactics 
needed which will be tested by the working 
class, which is the only class that will overthrow 
Capitalism. This is why the revolutionary 
organisation must be thoroughly democratic. 
Disciplined unity and the open discussion of 
differences are not mutually exclusive and are 
in fact essential in building a vanguard party 
capable of leading a revolution. 
 
Capitalism is prone to crisis. Preparing the 
forces for the construction of an international 
Revolutionary organisation is an urgent and 
vital task in order that the movement can 
challenge the system itself and destroy 
Capitalism. The construction of a Socialist 
society led by the working class, based on the 
organs of a new state, the workers’ councils, 
can then take place. Real human history can 
then begin! 
 
 On our blog: 

http://labourfight.wordpress.com/ 
 

- End the Silence! Prepare for 
Revolution in Iran! – Part 2 

- Health and Safety under attack! 
- Unemployment – The scourge of 

Capitalism 
- Fighting Fascism and Racism 
- and more 
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